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BOOKLET SCOPE

This booklet describes the ancestors of the couple, John William Loos and Amollia 
K. Speckhart, who lived in Adams County, Illinois.  It therefore includes some of 
the ancestors of anyone who is descended from this couple.  The booklet does not 
attempt to describe the descendants of this family.

The  “Ancestor  Biographies”  section  of  this  booklet  examines  specific  ancestor 
couples.   Perhaps  more  interesting,  though,  is  the  “Background  Information” 
section, which looks at the collective histories of these ancestors in various ways.

Because this booklet does not describe the descendants of this couple, anyone who 
descended from them and wishes to have a more complete family tree would need 
to trace how the descendants of this couple eventually led to themselves.  Also, 
because this booklet does not describe the complete ancestor tree for most people 
(except for the few living children of William & Mollie Loos), a more complete 
family tree would require a person to research their other ancestor branches.

CONTENTS OF COMPACT DISC

The CD, “Ancestors of the John William Loos and Amollia K. Speckhart Family” 
includes all of the information found in this booklet.  This booklet can be printed 
from two Microsoft  Word  files  contained  on the CD.   All  photos,  documents, 
maps, and family trees in this booklet are embedded in these two Word files.

The CD also contains much that is not part of this booklet, including the following:
• The CD contains a GEDCOM file containing not only these printed family 

trees but also some descendent branches not shown on these printed trees. 
GEDCOM is the file format used to share genealogical information between 
family-tree programs, so most family-tree software should be able to read 
this file.

• The CD contains additional photos and documents of ancestors.  For some 
“recent” ancestors,  there were more available photos and documents than 
could fit into the booklet.  The items that were not printed in the booklet are 
available  on the CD.  Most  of  these photos and documents are in JPEG 
format,  and  the  documents  are  of  sufficient  resolution  that  they  can  be 
expanded to full-page size for better printing or viewing.

• The CD contains some photos of the children of William & Mollie Loos, 
including  most  of  their  wedding  photos  and  some  early  photos  of  Loos 
family reunions.
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The  internet  provides  a  vast  collection  of  resources  for  genealogical  research. 
Internet sites that were used extensively for this booklet are the following:

http://www.familysearch.org
This free site, maintained by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
allows easy searches of sources such as census records, other researchers, and 
old church records from other countries.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~iladams/adams.htm
This free site has information on the early settlers of Adams County, Illinois.

http://www.ancestry.com
The best features of this site (requiring a subscription for most information) are 
the pictures of original documents that you can download, such as census pages 
and ship passenger lists. 

http://www.cyndislist.com
This free site provides links to thousands of genealogical internet sites.
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FAMILY TREES

The entire family tree is saved on the accompanying CD in a GEDCOM file format
—the format used for sharing genealogical information that is recognized by most 
genealogical software programs.

The printed trees in this booklet do not present all of the information included in 
the GEDCOM file.  Except for the descendant tree, these printed trees include only 
those individuals who are direct ancestors of William and Mollie Loos.  The trees 
shown on the following pages include the following:

Descendants of John William Loos & Amollia K. Speckhart.................................  6 
This descendant tree, covering two pages, can help people to determine whether 
and how they connect to the family of William and Mollie Loos.  It shows their 
descendants out to two generations—the couple’s children and grand children. 
As with  the  rest  of  the  descendant  information on the GEDCOM file,  little 
attempt has been made to update this tree beyond the information given in the 
1978 descendant tree compiled by Walter and Clara Simon.

Overview – Ancestors of the Loos Children............................................................  8
Overview – Ancestors of John Speckhart................................................................. 9

These two ancestor trees provide an overview of all of the following ancestor 
trees.   They  can  be  useful  in  helping  a  person  to  determine  (1)  how  the 
following trees fit together and (2) where a particular ancestor fits into the tree.
Because of space limitations, a few distant ancestors who appear on subsequent 
trees  do  not  appear  on  these  trees.   Otherwise,  these  overview  trees  are 
complete.

Ancestors of John William Loos............................................................................  10
Ancestors of Amollia K. Speckhart........................................................................  11
Ancestors of John (Johann) Speckhart...................................................................  12
Ancestors of Carl Wilhelm Speckhardt..................................................................  13
Ancestors of Johann Georg Wuertenberger............................................................ 14
Ancestors of Johann Adam Wuertenberger............................................................  15
Ancestors of Johann Georg Simmermacher...........................................................  16
Ancestors of Catherine Elizabeth Herleman..........................................................  17

These 8 ancestor trees show all of the ancestors described in this booklet.  For 
the  Wuertenberger/Simmermacher  branch (the ancestors  of  John Speckhart’s 
mother) these trees show all of the known information about these individuals. 
As a result, biographies for individuals in this branch are not provided.
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DESCENDANTS OF JOHN WILLIAM LOOS
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SPECKHARDT COAT OF ARMS

The coat  of  arms for  the Speckhardt  family  was created in  1990 by "Hessische 
Familiengeschichtliche Vereinigung" in Darmstadt, Germany.  This blazon is noted 
in the "Hessische Wappenrolle, #556" and is legally recognized in Europe.

The foot of the coat of arms is black and symbolizes the forest.   ("Hart" meant 
"forest"  in  the  German  language  around  800  to  1200  A.D.)   The  black  rafter 
symbolizes a wooden bridge made of "faschinen," a bundle of willows.  (In earlier 
times, willows were used for crossing swampy areas, which were called "specking 
grounds.")   The  red  owl  symbolizes  teachers,  and  the  red  stick  symbolizes  the 
teachers' right to punish the pupils.

The teacher  symbols in the coat of arms recognize the work of Matthes (Matthias) 
Speckhardt, who was the first teacher in Langstadt, Germany, and taught there from 
1576-1577.  He was also a teacher in Altheim from 1593-1620.
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LIFE SPAN OF SPECKHARDT ANCESTORS

(numbers in parentheses represent life span compared to life expectancy)

Ancestor
Name

Birth
Year

Average Life
Expectancy*

Ancestor’s
Life Span

Spouse’s
Life Span

Michael 1647 32 30   ( -2) 56  (+24)
Johann Wilhelm 1675 32 58  (+26) ?
Carl Wilhelm 1717 33 90  (+57) 66  (+33)
Johannes 1748 34 73  (+39) 27    (-7)
Johannes 1779 35 70  (+35) 31    (-4)
John (Johan) 1812 38 81  (+43) 68  (+30)
William 1851 43 83  (+40) 68  (+25)
Amollia K. 1874 46 90  (+44) 64  (+18)

Both the Speckhardt descendants and their spouses generally lived longer than the 
average life expectancy for that time.   The Speckhardt descendants exceeded the 
average life expectancy by an average of 35 years, while their spouses exceeded the 
average life expectancy by an average of 17 years.

The fact that the spouses have tended to exceed the life expectancy as well suggests 
that  the  family  lived  better  than  the  average  population  from  which  the  life-
expectancy figures were derived.  Yet because the Speckhardt descendants tended to 
have a much longer life span than even their spouses, genetic factors might have also 
contributed to their longevity.

Particularly noteworthy is Carl Wilhelm Speckhardt, who lived to an age of 90 when 
the life expectancy was only about 33 years.  Thus, he exceeded the average life 
expectancy by an amazing 57 years.  He may have expected to live a long life, since 
he remarried at the age of 67. 

*  Sources:  Life expectancy estimates were derived from “The History of How Long 
We  Live,”  Robert  Butler,  M.D.,  International  Longevity  Center,  Electronic  
Newspaper (http://www.amng.org/enews/aging/a45.html)  and  the  National  Center 
for  Health  Statistics  (http://www.ced.gov/nchs/datawh/statab/pubd/453st5h.htm). 
Life expectancy is based on birth year.  Average life expectancies in the U.S. (all 
races, both sexes) for more recent birth years are the following:  50 years for 1900, 
63 years for 1940, 68 years for 1950, 71 years for 1970, and 75 for 1990.
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ANCESTOR MAPS OF GERMANY

All  of  the  ancestors  of  the  John  William & Amollia  Loos  Family  were  from 
Germany.  In particular, all eight grandparents of both William and Mollie Loos 
were  born  in  Germany.   The  modern  map  of  Germany below can  be  used  to 
identify where in Germany these eight grandparent branches were from.

It is not known which area 
of  Germany  one 
grandparent,  Heinrich 
Heydenreich,  is  from. 
And  for  his  future  wife, 
Katerina (Johanna) Onf, it 
is  known  only  that  she 
was from the Saxony and 
Weimar  regions.   In  the 
mid-1800s,  the  Kingdom 
of Saxony centered around 
Dresden,  and the Weimar 
region  was  mid-way 
between  Kassel  and 
Dresden.

The  remaining  six 
grandparents  were  from 
the  modern  state  of 
Hessen,  which  centers 
around  Frankfurt.   In  the 

1800s, this region was known by a variety of names—such as Hesse-Darmstadt 
and the Grandduchy of Hesse.

The  modern  road  map  on  the  facing  page  shows  this  area  around  Frankfurt. 
“Grandparent”  hometowns  that  appear  on  this  map  are  indicated  with  bold 
underlines.  John Reich was from Glashutten.  Unfortunately, there are two towns 
by this name in Hessen—one about 15 miles northwest of Frankfurt and another 
about 30 miles  northeast  of Frankfurt—and it  is  not known which one is  John 
Reich’s hometown of Glashutten.

The remaining five  grandparents  of  William and Mollie  Loos  were  all  from a 
relatively small area about 27 miles south of Frankfurt.   This area is shown in 
greater detail on the maps on  pages 22 & 23.
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ANCESTOR MAPS OF GERMANY (continued)
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ANCESTOR MAPS OF GERMANY (continued)

The map on this page shows a small area of Germany in the Starkenburg region, 
which is within the modern state of Hessen and the old Grandduchy of Hesse.  This 
small area includes the hometowns of the remaining five grandparent branches of 
William and Mollie Loos.

John  Michael  Loos  was  from Frankisch-Crumbach,  and  his  future  wife  Anna 
Marie Waldhaus was from Klein-Bieberau.  These towns are only four miles apart.

On  the  Speckhardt  side,  John  Speckhardt  was  born  in  Brandau,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth Vornoff was born in Nieder-Kainsbach.  Although they were married in 
Illinois, they knew each other from Germany.  Neunkirchen played an important 
role  in  the  Speckhardt  family,  since  this  was  the  wedding  location  for  John 
Speckhart  (his  first  marriage),  his  sister,  his  parents,  his  two  uncles,  and  his 
paternal grandparents.  Catherine Herleman, whose daughter would later marry the 
youngest son of John Speckhart, was from the town of Wersau.

All of the German hometowns described on this page are no more than 6 miles 
from each other.
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ANCESTOR MAPS OF GERMANY (continued)

This page shows a somewhat wider view than the previous map.  This map shows 
the movement of the Speckhardt ancestors over 264 years (1576-1840).  During 
this span of time, our Speckhardt ancestors never migrated more than 16 miles 
from their 1570s hometown of Langstadt.  On John Speckhart’s mother’s side, the 
Wuertenberger and Simmermacher ancestors moved even less, living in the town 
of Brandau from at least 1648 to the mid-1800s.  Coming from this family tradition 
of living in the same area for centuries, John Speckhart represented a sharp break 
with tradition in his decision to travel 6000 miles to come to Illinois.
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COMING TO AMERICA

John Michael Loos
• from Frankisch-Crumbach, Starkenburg, Hesse, Germany
• He came to the U.S. in 1839 as a single man at the age of 24.  According to 

some sources, he left LeHarve, France, on October 22, 1839, onboard the ship 
Kingdom of France and arrived at New Orleans on December 31, 1839.  He 
then took a steamship up the Mississippi River to Quincy.

Johan Peter Loos
• from Frankisch-Crumbach, Starkenburg, Hesse, Germany 
• He came to the U.S. in 1842 at the age of 50, nearly three years after his son 

John Michael Loos emigrated.
Conrad Heinrich Waldhaus, his wife Elizabeth Dorothea Goebel Waldhaus, and 
their daughter Anna Maria Magdalena Waldhaus

• from Klein-Biberau, Starkenburg, Hesse, Germany (Christened in Reinheim)
• They came to the U.S. in 1831 as a family of five:  the father, age 40; the 

mother, 43; Anna Maria, 4; and two other daughters, ages 13 and 9.   They 
arrived at the port of Baltimore, lived in Pennsylvania for 2 years, and then 
traveled overland and by canal to St. Louis, and then to Quincy in 1835.

Heinrich Christoph Heydenreich
• He came to  the  U.S.  as  a  single  man  sometime  prior  to  1849 (since  he 

married Johanna Onf in Quincy in 1849).
Katerina Elizabeth (Johanna) Onf

• from Saxony, Weimar, Germany
• She came to the U.S. as a single woman sometime prior to 1849.

John (Johann) Speckhart
• from Brandau, Starkenburg, Hesse, Germany
• He came to the U.S. in 1840 at the age of 28.  According to some sources, he 

arrived at  New Orleans on February  22,  1840,  traveled up river,  left  his 
traveling companions at St. Louis, and then settled in the Quincy area.

Elizabeth Vornoff
• from Nieder-Kainsbach, Starkenburg, Hesse, Germany
• She came to the U.S. as a single woman around 1840 at the age of 24.

John Conrad Reich, his wife Eva Katharina Reich, and their son John Reich
• from Glashutten, Hesse, Germany
• They came to the U.S. in 1846 as a family of five:  the father, age 43; the 

mother, 45; John, 21; and two other sons, ages 5 and 3.
Catherine Elizabeth Herleman

• from Wersau, Grossherzogthum, Hesse, Germany
• She came to the U.S. as a single woman in 1846 at age 25.
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COMING TO AMERICA (continued)

The previous page lists the ancestors of William and Mollie Loos who were born in 
Germany and immigrated to the United States.  These 13 individuals all came to the 
U.S. between 1831 and 1849—a relatively narrow time span.  All of this was prior to 
the main wave of German emigration.   While German emigration to the U.S. was 
indeed  a  record  80,000  people  in  1849,  by  1854  there  were  240,000  German 
emigrants streaming into the U.S. annually.

People had numerous reasons for leaving German areas during this time.   Some 
people left for religious reasons, such as the various Lutheran groups than left around 
1839. Another motivation was the pursuit of better economic opportunities, which 
was amplified when the potato blight hit German lands in 1846 and 1847, causing 
widespread hunger and greater poverty.  Still others left to avoid the military draft.
 
The evidence from our ancestors,  however, suggests that an important reason for 
them to emigrate was the news from friends and family who had previously come to 
the U.S.—what is sometimes called “chain migration.”

The Speckhart-Loos Link:  The best evidence of a specific ancestor link in Germany 
is between John Speckhart and John Michael Loos.  People’s History (p. 748) says 
that John Michael Loos “had come in company with a considerable party headed by 
John Speckhart,” and there is some evidence to support this.

According to German sources, Frankisch-Crumbach, the listed hometown of John 
Michael Loos, was also the location for many events in the family of John Speckhart: 
his brother’s wedding (1826), his father’s death (1850), and his step-mother’s death 
(1864).  So apparently the Speckhart family moved to Frankisch-Crumbach after the 
remarriage  of  John  Speckhart’s  father  in  1815,  thereby  allowing  close  contact 
between John Speckhart and John Michael Loos prior to leaving Germany.

One  obstacle  to  seeing  these  two  men  as  traveling  to  the  U.S.  together  is  the 
differences in their reported arrival dates in New Orleans—December 31, 1839, for 
Loos  and February  22,  1840  for  Speckhart.   By  coincidence,  two  other  Adams 
County pioneers from this same area of Germany, Johann Wendel Schnellbacher and 
his wife, are reported to have landed in New Orleans on January 1, 1840, and arrived 
in Quincy on February 22, 1840.  Thus, Speckhart’s reported arrival date in New 
Orleans may have actually marked his arrival in Quincy, and these three men may 
have traveled together.  All three men were apparently living within two miles of 
each other when they left Germany, all three men moved to the Fall Creek area of 
Adams County, so it is very likely that they all traveled together coming to America.
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COMING TO AMERICA (continued)

A Web of Connections:  The links between our ancestors in Germany may have 
extended beyond Michael Loos and John Speckhart.   The possibilities  for such 
links can be seen by looking at the many individuals who came from the same 
small  area of Germany and settled into the same small  area of Adams County 
within the same time frame.

All of the individuals in the following table are from the area shown on the map 
“Germany—Area  Southeast  of  Darmstadt.”   This  map  of  the  Wersau  area  of 
Germany is reproduced on the facing page for easy reference.  In addition, all of 
the individuals in this table—except for George F. Waldhaus, who later became the 
first  German mayor of Quincy—became farmers around the Fall  Creek or Mill 
Creek areas in Adams County.  Our ancestors are indicated in bold italics.

Name German
Hometown

U.S. 
Arrival 

Quincy 
Arrival

Arrival
Port

William Andrew Herlemann Gross-Biberau 1832 1834 Baltimore
Henry Conrad Waldhaus Klein-Biberau 1833 1835 Baltimore
George F. Waldhaus Klein-Biberau 1837 1837 New Orleans
Daniel Merker * Gross-Biberau 1837
John Michael Loos Frank.-Crumbach
John Speckhart Brandau
John Wendel Schnellbecher Wersau

1840 1840 New Orleans

Elizabeth Vornoff Nieder-Kainsbach 1840
Peter Loos Frank.-Crumbach 1842
Catherine Herleman Wersau 1846 New Orleans
George Keil Frank.-Crumbach 1847
*  While  not  a  biological  ancestor,  Daniel  Merker  was  the  step-father  of  our 

ancestor Aurelia (Heidenreich) Loos.

Some connections between these individuals are clear.  John Speckhart sent for his 
future bride Elizabeth Vornoff.  Peter Loos came to join his son Michael Loos. 
And George Keil was the brother-in-law of John Speckhart.  Also, news of our 
ancestor Henry Conrad Waldhaus moving to Quincy no doubt reached the George 
F.  Waldhaus  family  in  the  same  hometown,  thereby  leading  to  that  family’s 
emigration.   Daniel  Merker  may  have  had  a  similar  hometown  connection  to 
Adams County, since the William Andrew Herlemann family had emigrated from 
his German hometown and had already been farming near Mill Creek for several 
years prior to his departure for America.
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COMING TO AMERICA (continued)

Catherine  Herleman:  At  first  glance,  the  emigration  of  Catherine  Herleman 
seems a bit unusual.  She was a single woman who apparently came to America in 
1846 as a single woman at the age of 25.  Once in Illinois, she married a man (John 
Reich) who was from a different part of Germany, so he was not the reason she 
emigrated.  And no other members of her direct family are known to have preceded 
her.  In fact, two of her younger brothers followed her to Quincy—William coming 
in  1848  and  Jacob  coming  in  1851,  both  as  single  men.   Instead,  Catherine 
Herleman was probably drawn to Adams County through several connections seen 
in this table.  First, since William Andrew Herlemann brought his entire family to 
Adams County more than 10 years earlier and was from a town just 2 miles up the 
road, she probably would have heard of his travels.  Second, her mother’s older 
brother was John Wendel Schnellbecker—the man who seems to have come to the 
U.S. with John Speckhart and Michael Loos 6 years earlier and who was living in 
the Fall Creek area—so she also would have been somewhat familiar with his life 
in America.  Third, since John Schnellbecker was from the same German town that 
Catherine Herleman lived in, she may have heard of his life in America not only 
from her mother but also from the other townspeople.  While Catherine Herleman 
should be admired for her courage to come to America as a single woman, her 
decision may have been well thought out, since she had ample opportunity to learn 
about what she was getting into.
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COMING TO AMERICA (continued)

Overall Patterns:  Additional patterns can be seen by looking at the emigrant table 
chronologically.   The  earliest  families  on  this  list  to  emigrate—the  William 
Andrew  Herlemann  family  and  the  Henry  Conrad  Waldaus  family—took 
amazingly similar routes to Quincy.  Both families arrived at the port of Baltimore, 
lived in Chambersburg Pennsylvania for a year or two, and then came overland to 
Quincy.  After their arrival in Quincy, however, all subsequent immigrants on this 
list (at least those for whom the entry points are known) came via New Orleans. 
The first immigration after these first two families—the immigration of George F. 
Waldhaus, his parents, and two younger sisters—was clearly through the port of 
New Orleans, since they appear on the passenger list of the ship Olympia arriving 
from  Le  Havre,  France,  on  January  2,  1837.   In  short,  once  Quincy  was 
communicated as a desirable destination point to those remaining in Germany, it 
may have also been communicated that it  would be easier to take two ships to 
Quincy’s doorstep rather than landing in the east and then traveling overland or by 
canal.

The Loos-Speckhart-Schnellbecker  traveling group may have learned of Quincy 
through the connections of John Schnellbecker’s mother, who was from the same 
town of Klein-Biberau that both Waldhaus families were from.  (By coincidence, 
John  Schnellbecker’s  mother,  born  Eva  Marie  Adam,  was  also  one  of  our 
ancestors, since she was the maternal grandmother of Catherine Herleman.)  In any 
case, once the Loos-Speckhart-Schnellbecker group arrived in Quincy and wrote to 
others about their life in Adams County, all of the later emigrants on this list had 
the connections to become aware of this area as well.
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COMING TO AMERICA (continued)

The “Discovery” of Quincy:   It appears that the early emigrants from the Wersau 
area  of  Germany wrote  to  others  still  in  Germany about  their  lives  in  Adams 
County, thereby encouraging more German emigrants from the same area to come 
as well.  It was this type of connection that brought 5 of the 8 grandparent branches 
of William and Mollie Loos from the Wersau area to all settle onto farms in the 
Fall  Creek and Mill  Creek areas  of  Adams County.   A significant  part  of  our 
ancestor’s story, then, is the process by which the early emigrants from the Wersau 
area learned about Quincy.  For without this “discovery” of Quincy by these early 
emigrants from this area, others from this same small part of Germany would not 
have all come to this same small part of America.

William Andrew Herlemann played an important role in the discovery of Quincy 
by the emigrants from the Wersau area, since he appears to be the first settler in 
Adams County from this part of Germany.  Fortunately, the story of Herlemann’s 
discovery of Quincy is told in considerable detail as part of the biography of Adam 
Schmitt in  Bornmann’s Sketches (p.  11).   Adam Schmitt,  like William Andrew 
Herleman and Henry Conrad Waldhaus  (our  ancestor),  lived in  Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, and traveled overland to Quincy in the mid-1830s.  This story was 
originally published by Heinrich Bornmann in 1901:

Now  Adam  Schmitt  and  the  Herlemanns,  in  a  group  of  fifteen  people, 
decided to  move west  down the Ohio and Mississippi  to  St.  Louis  from 
where they moved to Belleville, Illinois, where relatives of the Herlemanns 
lived.  From Belleville, Adam Schmitt and Wilhelm Dickhut went by foot in 
the  search for  an appropriate  place to  settle.   They came to  St.  Charles, 
Missouri, but still not satisfied they crossed the river, got a steamer going 
north and went to Quincy which had around 100 inhabitants then.  Adam 
Schmitt  rented  a  blockhut  at  Third  and  Hampshire  where  were  standing 
wholesale firms.  These huts had a lower room under a garret room to which 
residents had to climb on a ladder.  Returning with the next steamer to St. 
Louis he returned to Belleville and brought the entire company to Quincy 
and all fifteen stayed in the blockhut.  That was in April 1834.  Wilhelm 
Andreas Herlemann the father-in-law of Adam Schmitt moved shortly to a 
farm.

This may very well be the story of how the emigrants from the Wersau area of 
Germany discovered the Quincy area of America.
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ANCESTOR FARMS

This map shows the part of Adams County, Illinois, that is just south of Quincy. 
The area within the dotted lines is enlarged and shown in the following three maps.

Scale:  1 inch = 1.5 miles
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ANCESTOR FARMS (continued)

1 – John Michael Loos farm
2 – Daniel Merker farm (home of Aurelia Heidenreich)
3 – John Speckhart farm—brick house
3* - John Speckhart farm—original location of log cabin
4 – John Reich farm
5 – George Frederick Loos farm
6 – William Speckhart farm
7 – John William Loos farm

     ✞–  Bluff Hall Church—present location of the John Speckhart cabin
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ANCESTOR FARMS (continued)

This 1872 plat map of the area farms shows how close our ancestor couples lived 
prior to marriage during the mid-1800s.  George Frederick Loos grew up on the 
John Michael Loos farm (#1), which was adjacent to where his future wife Aurelia 
Heidenreich  grew  up  on  the  Daniel  Merker  farm  (#2).   Similarly,  William 
Speckhart grew up on the John Speckhart farm (#3), which was adjacent to where 
his future wife Margaret Reich grew up on the John Reich farm (#4).  
NOTE:   The  Daniel  Merker  farm  is  not  shown  on  this  map,  but  the  Merker 
household is listed directly next to the John Michael Loos household on both the 
1850 and 1860 census.  Based on the order of names in the 1860 census (Merker-
Loos-Redmond), it is believed that the Merker farm was north of the Loos farm.)
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ANCESTOR FARMS (continued)

This  1922  plat  map  shows  how  the  practice  of  marriage  based  on  proximity 
continued in the late 1800s with the next generation.  John William Loos grew up 
on the George Frederick Loos farm (#5),  which was only 2.5 miles away from 
where his future wife Mollie Speckhart grew up on the William Speckhart farm 
(#6).   This couple then established their own farm (#7) in this area as well.
 NOTE:  On plat maps, the township sections are one mile square, with the section 
numbers  shown  in  the  middle.   These  partial  maps  show  sections  26-35  for 
Melrose Township and sections 2-18 for Fall Creek Township.
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OUR ANCESTORS AND BLUFF HALL CHURCH

Our  ancestors  have  been  involved  with 
Bluff  Hall  Church  since  its  founding. 
When several German settlers assembled in 
1860 to found the church—then named the 
Evangelical Zion Church of Fall Creek—3 
of those 18 charter members were our direct 
ancestors:   John  Michael  Loos,  his  wife 
Mary (Maria) Waldhaus Loos, and their son 
George  Frederick  Loos.   Services  were 
conducted in the German language until the 
early  20th century.   In  1894,  when  the 
decision  was  made  and  money  was 
contributed to construct the current church 
building,  9  of  the  13  men  present  were 
either  our  direct  ancestors  (William 
Speckhart),  sons  of  our  ancestors  (John 

Speckhart, Adam Speckhart, August Reich, Frederick Reich), or grandsons of our 
ancestors (G. F. Reich, John Keil, Adam Keil, George Keil).

Those  who  have  received  their  confirmation  at  Bluff  Hall  Church  include 
numerous direct  ancestors—William Speckhart (1865), his future wife Margaret 
Reich (1865), and their daughter Amollia K. Speckhart (1887)—and nearly all of 
the children of the John William Loos and Amollia K. Speckhart family:   Fred 
(1908), Ann (1909), Edna (1912), Viola (1914), Wilbert (1918), Ida (1919), Mollie 
(1924), Edgar (1926), William (1927), Irene (1927), and Hilda (1931).

At  least  12  direct 
ancestors  are  buried  at 
Bluff  Hall  Church 
cemetery:   Peter  Loos 
with  no  gravestone, 
John  Michael  &  Mary 
Margaret Loos, John William & Amollia K. Loos, Eva Reich, John & Catherine 
Reich, John & Eva Speckhart, and William & Margaret Speckhart.

In recognition of John Speckhart’s historical connection to the church, the 1854 log 
cabin of John Speckhart was moved from Quinsippi Island to the grounds of Bluff 
Hall Church in 2005.
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ANCESTOR BIOGRAPHIES

In these biographies, husbands and wives appear in the same entry.  The entries are 
listed in alphabetical order according to the last name of the husband.  But within a 
particular  last  name the entries  are chronological,  in order  to make it  easier  to 
follow the historical narrative.

For ages at  marriage,  the husband’s age is  listed first.   In the “Children” box, 
children are listed in birth order, and the ancestor of the William & Mollie Loos 
family is capitalized.

Additional information (exact dates, locations, etc.) can be found on the printed 
ancestor tree.

Ancestor Biographies for individuals in the Wuertenberger/Simmermacher branch 
(the ancestors of John Speckhart’s  mother) are not provided,  since the ancestor 
trees that are printed earlier in this booklet list all of the known information about 
these individuals.
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Little is known about this couple.  They apparently spent their entire married lives 
in  Wersau,  Starkenburg,  Hessen,  Germany,  since  all  of  their  children  were 
Christened in that town.  Their last two children may have been twins, since two 
sons (Philipp Nikelaus and Johann Georg) were Christened on the same day in 
1794.
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Children
Johann Friederich Herrlemann (1787 - ?)
George Friederich Herrlemann (1789 - ?)
JOHANN WILHELM HERRLEMANN (1792-1866)
Philipp Nikelaus Herrlemann (1794-1837)
Johann Georg Herrlemann (1794 - ?)

Herrlemann, Johann Wendel and
Anna Christina (?)



Herlemann, Johann Wilhelm (1792-1866) and
Anna Maria Schnellbaecher (1792-?)

They were both born in Wersau, Starkenburg, Hessen, Germany, in 1792. 
The couple was married in Wersau in 1817 (at age 25 for both) and had seven 
children.  They evidently lived in Wersau during their entire married life, since all 
of their children were Christened there.  He died in 1866 at the age of 74.

Discrepancy:  Sources are divided about which family Catherine Elizabeth 
Herlemann (Reich) came from.  People’s History of Quincy and Adams County 
indicates a relationship to William Andrew Herlemann:  “John Reich came in 1846 
and two year later married Miss Catherine Herleman.  The Herleman’s had settled in 
Melrose Township as early as 1834.  Andrew, the patriarch, succumbed to cholera in 
1851.”   However, this is vague in that it doesn’t specify her relationship to William 
Andrew, and it conflicts with other details of William Andrew’s life.  Catherine’s 
obituary states that she was born in “Wersan,” Germany, and “came to this country in 
1846, coming to Quincy direct.”  In contrast, William Andrew (1) came to the U.S. in 
1832, (2) stayed first in Pennsylvania and came to Quincy only in 1834, and (3) was 
from Gross-Biberau, Germany.  In addition, if she were a part of William Andrew’s 
family, Catherine would have been born when her mother was 45 years old, which is 
possible but unlikely.

More reliable evidence indicates the family background described in this entry. 
Her obituary states that she “leaves one brother, Jacob Hellerman.”  This probably 
refers to Jacob Herleman (1827-1912), who was still alive in Quincy when she died 
and was also from Wersau (similar to her obituary hometown of “Wersan”).  This 
Jacob had an older brother William, whose information is consistent as a brother to 
Catherine  in  that  William died  in  1875 and  thus  was  not  alive  when  she  died. 
Finally, consistent with these siblings, German church sources describe a Herlemann 
family in Wersau with the following children:

• Katharina  Elizabeth:   Christened  August  26,  1821  (According  to  her 
obituary, Catherine was born on July 19, 1821.)

• Johann Wilhelm (William):  Christened June 7, 1826
• Heinrich Jakob (Jacob):  Christened June 15, 1828
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Children
Magdalena Margaretha Herlemann (1817-?)
Elisabetha Margaretha Herlemann (1819-?)
Elisabetha Herlemann (1820-?)
CATHERINE (KATHARINA) ELIZABETH HERLEMAN (REICH) (1821-1908)
Johannes Herlemann (1825-?)
Johann Wilhelm Herlemann (1826-1875)
Heinrich Jakob Herlemann (1828-1912)



They were both born in Germany.  They were married in Quincy in April 1849 and 
had two daughters.  He had worked as a coachman in Germany, and he worked as 
a laborer in the U.S.  He died during a cholera epidemic around 1851.  After his 
death, she kept her two young children, married Daniel Merker in January 1852, 
and  had  three  children  with  him.   Daniel  Merker  was  a  farmer  in  Melrose 
Township just down the road from the John Michael Loos farm.  During the 1860 
census the Merker household included both sets of children—Amelia, 11; Auralia, 
9; Mary, 7; Frederick, 4; and John, 1.  By the 1880 census the couple was living 
alone.  Daniel Merker died in 1880.  She died in 1905 at the age of 85.  She is 
buried in Greenmount Cemetery.

Discrepancies:  (1) In all sources where information is given verbally—in 
two census surveys, in the newspaper funeral notice, and in Bornmann’s Sketches, 
she is called Johanna or Hannah.  But in the marriage license and certificate, her 
maiden name is listed as Katerina Elizabeth Onf.  This raises some question as to 
whether  the  cited  marriage  certificate  is  indeed  the  marriage  certificate  of  our 
ancestors.  However, two details of the certificate are consistent with other sources: 
Bornmann’s Sketches (p. 37) says that Daniel Merker married Johanna “Orf” and 
describes their daughter Aurelia as being the wife of George F. Loos, and History 
of Adams County (p. 780) says that Mrs. George F. Loos is the daughter of Henry 
Heidenrich  of  Quincy.   (2)  According to  the  marriage  certificate,  this  ancestor 
couple was married in April 1849, but Bornmann’s Sketches says that Johanna and 
Daniel Merker were married in 1848. The latter information may have been given 
to Bornmann in order to portray all children as being conceived within a single 
marriage.  (3)  Bornmann’s Sketches (1902) says that Daniel Merker was born in 
1805, which would make him the age of 55 by the 1860 census and age 75 by the 
1880 census.  While the 1880 census reflects this, the 1860 census gives him an 
age of 33 (perhaps an error in reading handwriting).   (4)  The name is spelled 
Heidenreich on both their daughter’s (Aurelia’s) marriage license/certificate  and 
their  grandson’s  (John  William  Loos’s)  marriage  license/certificate,  but  it  is 
spelled Heydenreich  on their  marriage certificate  and is  spelled Heidenbrich  in 
Wilcox’s 1919 book, Quincy and Adams County.
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Heydenreich, Heinrich Christoph and
 Katerina Elizabeth (Johanna) Onf (1820-1905)

Children
Amelia Heidenrich (about 1849-?)
AURELIA LOUISE HEIDENREICH (LOOS)(1851-1947)



Heydenreich, Heinrich Christoph and
 Katerina Elizabeth (Johanna) Onf (1820-1905)

(continued)
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Both of these individuals were born in Frankisch-Crumbach and lived their entire 
lives in Germany.  They were married in Frankisch-Crumbach around 1790 (at 
ages 29 and 30), and they had four children.  They apparently spent their entire 
married lives in Frankisch-Crumbach, since all of their children were born there. 
Two of their three daughters died in infancy.  When their first daughter died, they 
gave the exact same name to the daughter that was born two years later.  The wife 
died in 1824 at the age of 64, and the husband died in 1830 at the age of 69.
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Loos, Johannes (1761-1830) and
Anna Barbara Kaffenberger (1760-1824)

Children
JOHAN PETER LOOS (1792-1861)
Anna Margretha Loos (1794-1795)
Anna Margretha Loos (1797-1854)
Anna Maria Loos (1799-1800)

The church in Frankisch-
Crumbach, built in 1486.



They were born and married in Germany, and they had 8 children.  They lived all 
or  nearly  all  of  their  married  lives  in  Frankisch-Crumbach,  since  all  of  their 
children were born there.  The couple had their only two daughters die as children. 
When their first daughter died at the age of 10, they gave the baby girl born later 
that year the exact same name, but that daughter also died at about the age of 8. 
After their son, John Michael Loos, settled in Quincy in 1840, Johann Peter left 
Germany for the U.S. in 1842 at the age of 50.  The possible fate of his wife is 
described in the Van Hecke manuscript:  “While we know from German officials 
that Anna Barbara (Bauer) Loos did leave Germany with her husband, we have no 
clear-cut  proof  of  her  arrival  and  existence  here  in  Adams  County,  Illinois. 
Therefore, the common perception is that she died at sea and was therefore buried 
at sea…”  He arrived in Quincy in 1842 and worked as a carpenter.  During the 
1850 and 1860 census, he was living with John Michael and his family in Melrose 
Township.  He was buried in Bluff Hall Cemetery with no grave stone.
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Loos, Johan Peter, Sr. (1792-1861) and
Anna Barbara Bauer

Children
Johann Peter Loos (1814-?)
JOHN MICHAEL LOOS (1815-1873)
Anna Margaretha Loos (1818-1828)
Johannes Loos (1820-?)
Johann Phillip Loos (1823-?)
Georg Friedrich Loos (1825-?)
Anna Margaretha Loos (1828-1837)
Johann Ludwig Loos (1831-?)



They were both born in Germany, 
he in Frankisch-Crumbach and she 
in Klein-Biberau.  She came to the 
U.S.  in  1831  at  age  3  with  her 
parents,  living  in  Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  then  traveling 
overland and by canal to Quincy in 
1835.   He  had worked  at  a  slate 
quarry in Germany and came to the 
U.S.  in  1839  in  a  large  party 
headed by John Speckhart.  He is 
said  to  have  sailed  on  the  ship, 

Kingdom of France, leaving LeHarve, France, on 22 October 1839 and arriving at 
New Orleans on 31 December 1839.  He traveled up the Mississippi River, stayed 
a short time in St. Louis, and then arrived in Quincy on 22 February 1840.  For 
four years he worked in John Kurk’s brickyard in the summer and for Joel Rice as 
a pork packer in the winter.  In 1842 he sent money to Germany for his parents and 
three of his brothers to come to the U.S.  The couple was married in 1844 (at ages 
28 and 16) and had eight children.  After their marriage, they bought a 40-acre 
farm near Mill Creek in Melrose Township and lived there until their death.  He 
became a U.S. citizen on 6 June 1849.  In 1859 they built the farmhouse that once 
served as  a  bed-and-breakfast  and still  stands  at  6104 Lentz  Road.   In  census 
surveys,  they referred to themselves as Michael  and Mary.   By 1870 they had 
acquired 230 acres and had a net worth of $20,000.  At his death in 1873, his assets 
were listed as $14,500 in real estate (221 acres) and $4537 in personal property. 
They were charter members of Bluff Hall Church, founded in 1860, and he served 
as Church School Superintendent and song leader.  He died in 1873 at the age of 
57, and she died in 1911 at the age of 84.  They are buried in Bluff Hall Cemetery.

Loos, John Michael (1815-1873) and
Mary Margaret (Maria) Waldhaus (1827-1911)
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Loos, John Michael (1815-1873) and
Mary Margaret (Maria) Waldhaus (1827-1911)

Children
Elizabeth Loos (1845-1898)
GEORGE FREDERICK LOOS (1848-1929)
George Phillip Loos (1850-1927)
William Charles Loos (1852-1934)
Louis Loos (1858-1921)
Amelia Loos (Wolfmeyer) (1868-1902)
Barbara Loos (about 1870-?)
Maggie Loos (about 1872-?)



(continued)
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He was born on a farm in 
Melrose township, and she 
was  born  in  Quincy  in  a 
house  where  the  State 
Street  Bank  building  was 
later built.  After her father 
died, her mother remarried 
and moved to a farm near 
the Loos farm in Melrose 
Township.   They  were 
married  in  1869  (at  ages 
21  and  18)  and  had  11 

children.  He acquired 143 acres of farmland of his own and built a farm house that 
provided views in all  directions.   In the 1870s he owned 103 acres  of  land in 
Section 34 of Adams County.  He was a member of German Lutheran Church and 
was Democratic in politics.  He served as school director in his district for 33 years 
and as road commissioner for 6 years.  He operated the farm until 1913.  After 
retiring  from farming,  they  lived  at  514 N.  12th Street  in  Quincy  and  became 
members  of  Salem Evangelical  Church.   In  Quincy  he  spent  his  leisure  time 
working at Pape & Loos Mills, where his son Charles was a partner.  He died in 
1929 at the age of 81.  At the time of her death, she was the oldest living member 
of Salem Church and had 123 direct living descendents—7 children (4 had died), 
45 grandchildren,  66 great-grandchildren,  and 5 great-great-grandchildren.   She 
died in 1947 at the age of 96.  She is buried at Greenmount Cemetery in Quincy.
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Loos, George Frederick (1848-1929) and
Aurelia Louise Heidenreich (1851-1947)

Children
JOHN WILLIAM LOOS (1870-1935)
Charles Frederick Loos (1871-1957)
George Edward Loos (1873-1873)
Frank John Loos (1875-1953)
Laura Amelia Loos (Speckhart) (1879-1944)
Arthur Henry Loos (1881-1967)
Albert William Loos (1883-1932)
John Walter Loos (1885-1975)
Herbert Charles Loos (1887-1964)
Selma Marie Melisa Loos (Schroeder) (1890-1977)
Clara Johanna Loos (Simon) (1892-1982)



Loos, George Frederick (1848-1929) and
Aurelia Louise Heidenreich (1851-1947)

(continued)
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George Frederick Loos & wife Aurelia with
John William Loos as a baby - 1870
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Loos, George 
Frederick

 (1848-1929)
 and

Aurelia Louise 
Heidenreich
 (1851-1947)
(continued)

George F. 
Loos & Aurelia 

Heidenreich 
marriage 

certificate



Loos, George Frederick (1848-1929) and
Aurelia Louise Heidenreich (1851-1947)

(continued)
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They were both born on farms 
in  Adams  County,  he  in 
Melrose Township and she in 
Fall Creek Township.  He was 
the  oldest  of  ten  children. 
They were married in 1894 (at 
ages  23  and  20)  and  had  12 
children.   They  raised  their 
family on the farm on County 
Road  1050E,  on  the  Melrose 
side of the Melrose-Fall Creek 

border.   In  1895 he  started  independent  farming as  a 
renter.  In 1896 he bought 80 acres of the 200-acre William Wand farm, going 
heavily into debt to do so since he had only $2500 in capital.  Additional acreage 
was later  added to his farm.   He paid off his debts through horses,  cattle,  and 
general farming.  He was a democrat in politics and a member and trustee of Bluff 
Hall Church.  He also served as road commissioner.  Apparently in good health, he 
was suddenly stricken and confined to bed for a week preceding his death.  He died 
in 1935 at the age of 64.  After his death, she married his younger brother Charles 
Loos in 1938.  Charles died in 1957, and she died in 1964 at the age of 90.  They 
are both buried in Bluff Hall Cemetery.
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Loos, John William (1870-1935) and
Amollia K. (Mollie) Speckhart (1874-1964)

Children
Fred W. Loos (1895-1978)
Ann L. Loos (Echternkamp) (1896-2005)
Edna L. Loos (Waldhaus) (1899-1948)
Viola L. Loos (Nieders) (1900-1985)
Wilbert J. Loos (1904-2000)
Ida S. Loos (Hull) (1906-1975)
Carl W. Loos (1908-1972)
Mollie C. Loos (Gaus) (1909-2001)
Edgar H. Loos (1911-1983)
William A. Loos (1914-       )
Irene A. Loos (Brinkoetter) (1915-      )
Hilda E. Loos (West) (1917-      )
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Loos, John William
 (1870-1935)

 and
Amollia K. (Mollie)

 Speckhart
 (1874-1964)
(continued)



Loos, John William (1870-1935) and
Amollia K. (Mollie) Speckhart (1874-1964)

(continued)
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1919



Loos, John William (1870-1935) and
Amollia K. (Mollie) Speckhart (1874-1964)

(continued)
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1933

1925



They were both born in Germany, she in the Grandduchy of Hessen.  Her maiden 
name is unknown.  They came to the U.S. in 1846 with their three sons:  John, 21; 
Fredrick,  5; and Conrad,  3. He was a farmer in Fall  Creek Township,  and she 
worked as a midwife.  He died in 1867 at the age of 64.  After his death, she lived 
with her son John and his family.  In the final months of her life, she was bed-
ridden and “faded away gradually to a perfect skeleton,” according to her death 
certificate.  She died of “senilis” in 1880 at the age of 78.  They are both buried in 
Bluff Hall Cemetery.
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Reich, John Conrad (1803-1867) and
Eva Katharina (?) (1801-1880)

Children
JOHN (JOHANNES) REICH (1825-1895)
Frederick Reich (1841-1900)
Conrad Reich (about 1843-?)



Reich, John (Johannes) (1825-1895) &
Catherine Elizabeth Herleman (1821-1908)

They  were  both  born  in 
Germany,  he  in  Glashutten, 
Hessen,  and  she  in  Wersau, 
Hessen.  They both came to the 
U.S.  in  1846.   They  were 
married in 1848 (at ages 23 and 
27) and had six children.  In the 
1870s,  he  was  a  farmer  and 
owned 140 acres in Section 9 of 
Adams  County.   He  was  a 

member of German Lutheran Church and was Democratic in politics.  He died in 
1895 at the age of 69, and she died in 1908 at the age of 86.  They are both buried 
in Bluff Hall Cemetery.

Discrepancy:   (1)  Sources  are  divided  over  whether  Catherine’s  maiden 
name  was  Herlemann  or  Hellerman.   Her  two  obituaries  and  the  marriage 
certificates  of  two  children—Elizabeth  (1881)  and  August  (1885)—use 
“Hellerman.”   However,  more  reliable  sources  describe  her  maiden  name  as 
Herleman:   her  own  marriage  certificate  (both  times  it  is  written),  History  of  
Adams  County (1879),  church  records  from  Germany,  and  references  in  her 
obituary to her brother Jacob still  living.  There was a Jacob Herleman, but no 
known Jacob Hellerman, living in the area at that time.  (2) Her obituary says they 
were married October 10, 1847, but their marriage certificate indicates October 20, 
1848, and is probably more reliable.
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Children
Louisa Reich (Kaiser) (about 1849-?)
MARGARET REICH (SPECKHART) (1851-1919)
Catherine (Kate) Reich (Schmidt) (about 1853-?)
Emily Reich (Kappner) (about 1855-?)
Elizabeth Katharine (Lucetta) Reich (Kappner) (about 1857-?)
August Reich (1858-?)



Reich, John (Johannes) (1825-1895) &
Catherine Elizabeth Herleman (1821-1908)

(continued)
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Reich, John (Johannes) (1825-1895) &
Catherine Elizabeth Herleman (1821-1908)

(continued)
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He lived his entire life in Germany.  Information about his wife is unknown.  He 
was the first teacher in Langstadt, and he taught there from 1576 to 1577.  He was 
later a teacher in Altheim from 1593 to 1620.

They were both born in Germany and lived their  entire lives in Germany.  He 
married his first wife in 1612 at the age of about 28.  Christoph and Barbara were 
married in 1646 (at  ages of about 61 and 34) in Hochst  and had four children 
together.  Our ancestor Michael Speckhardt was born when he was 63 years old 
and their last child was born when he was 71 years old.  However, his last child 
died just six days after birth.  She died in 1686 at the age of 75 in Hochst. 

They were both born in Germany—he in Hochst—and they lived their entire lives 
in  Germany.   They  were  married  in  1667  (at  ages  of  about  20  and  19)  in 
Brensbach and had two children.  They moved to Brensbach in 1668 and moved 
to Wersau in 1675.  He died in 1677 at the age of about 30 in Wersau—when our 
ancestor Johann Wilhelm Speckhardt was 2 years and 10 months old—and she 
died in 1704 at the age of about 56 in Brensbach.
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Children
Nikolaus Speckhardt (1668-?)
JOHANN WILHELM SPECKHARDT (1675-1733)

Children
MICHAEL SPECKHARDT (about 1647-?)
Elisabeth Speckhardt (?-1704)
Gertraud Speckhardt (Marck) (1652-1723)
Gertraud Speckhardt (1655-1655)

Children
CHRISTOPH SPECKHARDT (about 1584-?)

Speckhardt, Christoph (about 1584-?) and
Barbara Hallstein (1611-1686)

Speckhardt, Matthes (Matthias) – born about 1550

Speckhardt, Michael (about 1647-1677) and
Anna Eisenhauer (about 1648-1704)



They were both born in Germany—he in Wersau—and they lived their entire lives 
in Germany.  They were married in 1701 (he at the age of 26) and had six children. 
They apparently spent their entire married lives in Bessungen, since all of their 
children were born there.  He died in 1733 at the age of 58 in Bessungen, also 
known as Darmstadt.

They  were  both  born  in  Germany—he  in  Bessungen  (Darmstadt)  and  she  in 
Brandau—and they lived their entire lives in Germany.  He moved to Brandau in 
1743.  They were married in 1743 (at ages 25 and 32) in Neunkirchen and had four 
children.  They apparently spent their entire married lives in Brandau, since all of 
their children were born there.  She died in 1777 at the age of 66 in Brandau, and 
he remarried in 1784 at age 67 to a woman 47 years old.   He died in 1807 at the 
age of 90 in Brandau.
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Children
Elisabetha Margaretha Speckhardt (1745-1746)
Johann Adam Speckhardt (1747-1814)
JOHANNES SPECKHARDT (1748-1822)
Elisabetha Margaretha Speckhardt (1755-?)

Children
Johann Georg Speckhardt (1702-?)
Maria Katharina Speckhardt (1704-?)
Anna Maria Speckhardt (1706-?)
Maria Dorothea Speckhardt (1709-?)
Eva Maria Wilhelmina Speckhardt (1713-?)
CARL WILHELM SPECKHARDT (1717-1807)

Speckhardt, Johann Wilhelm (1675-1733) and
Anna Margaretha Gutel

Speckhardt, Carl Wilhelm (1717-1807) and
Ottilia Catharina Bauer (1711-1777)



They were both born in Germany—he in Brandau and she in Allertshofen—and 
lived their entire lives in Germany.  They were married in 1774 (at ages 25 and 19) 
in Neunkirchen and had three children.  She died in 1782—when Johannes, our 
ancestor, was only 2 years and 3 months old.  He remarried in 1783 and had six 
additional children.  He apparently spent his entire life in Brandau, since all nine of 
his  children  (from  both  marriages)  were  born  in  Brandau.   German  sources 
describe his profession as a brick worker (ziegler) and a gemeinsmann after 1774. 
He died in 1822 at the age of 73 in Brandau.
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Children
Friedrich Caspar Speckhardt (1775-1839)
Johann Georg Speckhardt (1777-1813)
JOHANNES SPECKHARDT (1779-1850)

Speckhardt, Johannes (1748-1822) and
Margaretha Elisabetha Friedrich (1754-1782)



They  were  both  born  in  Brandau,  Germany,  and  lived  their  entire  lives  in 
Germany.  They were married in 1801 (at ages 21 and 18) in Neunkirchen and had 
three children.  In 1812 he built in Brandau a farmhouse and mill that still stands, 
and his brother Johann Georg Speckhardt in 1810 built a nearby farmhouse from 
which a piece of wood with his engraved name was removed and given to relatives 
in the U.S.  German sources describe his profession as a brickmaster and miller 
and  gemeinsmann from  1802,  as  a  reserve  soldier  and  miller  according  to 
registration  in  Neunkirchen,  and  as  a  lumber  worker  (bauholz zugewiesen) 
beginning  in  1812  according  to  historical  archives  in  Brandau.   She  died  in 
Brandau in 1814 at the age of 31—when John Speckhart, our ancestor who came to 
America, was only one year and 7 months old.  He remarried in 1815 and had one 
additional child.  After his remarriage, the family apparently moved to Frankisch-
Crumbach, since this is where most subsequent marriages and deaths in the family 
took place.  He died in 1850 at the age of 70 in Frankisch-Crumbach.
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Children
Johann Jacob Speckhardt (1801-1871)
Anna Elisabetha Speckhardt (Trietsch) (1809-1873)
JOHANNES (JOHN) SPECKHARDT (1812-1894)

Speckhardt, Johannes (1779-1850) and
Anna Margaretha Wurtenberger (1782-1814)



They were both born in Germany, 
he  in  Brandau  and  she  in  the 
nearby town of Nieder-Kainsbach. 
He was previously married in 1835 
at  age  22.   He  already  had  a 
daughter  when  his  second  child 
was stillborn in 1837, and his wife 
died 5 days later at age 21.  Since 
he  had  learned  the  brick-making 
trade  and  worked  as  a  roofer,  he 
had been able to save $900 before 

leaving Germany.  So when he  came to  the  U.S.  in  early 
1840,  he  had  much  more  money  than  most  settlers  had.  According  to  some 
accounts, his plan was to settle in Iowa, but after becoming separated from his 
traveling companions in St. Louis, he left the boat in Quincy.  In the spring of 
1840, he bought 120 acres of land in Fall Creek Township.  Elizabeth later arrived 
in the U.S., and they were married in Adams County in August 1840 (at ages 28 
and 24).  They were the first German settlers in Fall Creek Township, since most 
previous  settlers  were  of  English  origin.   They  lived  there  without  a  German-
speaking neighbor for seven years, at which time his brother-in-law and nephew 
joined him.  They had 10 children.

His home was built  on a bluff overlooking his floodplain farmland.  The 
People’s History of Quincy and Adams County (p. 131) describes his early living 
conditions:  “The first home was a rough log house built of virgin timber.  It was a 
pioneer’s home and the snow and rain often found their way in during the winter, 
and on cold days liquids froze on the table in spite of their efforts to heat the house. 
Later the new home was built of brick and his house is still standing.  The bricks 
were fired at  home from materials  taken from the farm itself.”   He must  have 
learned brick making from his father, a brickmaster, since by 1855 he was making 
bricks in a kiln at the base of the bluff, and these were the bricks that were used to 
build the second house.  His log cabin from 1854—as well as his corn crib, or hog 
barn, from the same era—were moved to the Adams Landing historical park on 
Quinsippi Island.  In 2005, the cabin was moved to Bluff Hall Church, where it 
was rebuilt in 2006.

A report by Marie Wharton and M. J. Bryant adds further insights:  “It was 
noted that the Speckhart family never had any illnesses as long as they lived in the 
first home, where both rain and snow came through the cracks.  (Uncle John, John 
Jr., used to tell Marie how the coffee froze in the cups at breakfast—so they never
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Speckhart, John (Johan) (1812-1894) and
Elizabeth (Eva) Vornoff (1816-1884)



Speckhart, John (Johan) (1812-1894) and
Elizabeth (Eva) Vornoff (1816-1884)

(continued)

tarried long when called for that meal.  He also told how the hillside was covered 
with vineyards for wine making as they followed this old country custom.)  Out of 
the trials and adversities of the early years, he had extended his possessions until 
he had 1100 acres of good farm land.  He gradually picked up the English language 
by contacts with neighbors, but all his children could talk both languages fluently. 
In winters he and his children cut and hauled wood from the ‘bottoms’ to Quincy 
and sold it  at  75 cents  a load,  taking it  out  in  trade.   They did much of  their 
plowing with oxen and used a cradle to gather the grain.”

They were early members of Bluff Hall Church.  She died in 1884 at age 68, 
and he died in 1894 at age 81.  They are buried at Bluff Hall Cemetery.

Discrepanies:  (1) His wife’s name was Maria Furniff according to People’s  
History and Eva Maria Furniff according to History of Bluff Hall Church.   More 
reliable sources, however, use the name Elizabeth Vornoff:  their Illinois marriage 
registry (although his name is spelled as “Sheckhard”), Bornmann’s Sketches, and 
Wilcox’s  Quincy  and  Adams  County.  (2)  His  name  is  spelled  Speckhardt  in 
German  sources  and  on  his  tombstone.   Both  spellings  were  used  by  family 
members in Germany.  (3) The Wharton and Bryant report lists his birth as June 4, 
1812, while other sources list it as June 14, 1812.  (4) German sources list him as 
being born in Brandau,  Germany (which is  close  to Dieburg)  and as  dying on 
March 17, 1894, while American sources list his birthplace as Dieburg and his 
death date as March 16, 1894.  (5) An LDS search of German sources (church 
records  and  assembled  ancestries)  uncovered  information  about  his  family  in 
Germany, which other narratives did not include.
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Children
Emma Speckhart (Merker)
Margaret Speckhart (Keil) (1843-1921)
Barbara Speckhart (Meyer) (about 1844-?)
Elizabeth Speckhart (Heitholt) (1846-1918)
Frederich Speckhart (1847-?)
John Speckhart, Jr. (1848-1932)
Adam Speckhart (1849-1932)
WILLIAM SPECKHART (1851-1934)
Katherine Speckhart (Kaufman) (about 1859-?)
Lena Speckhart (about 1862 -?)



Speckhart, John (Johan) (1812-1894) and
Elizabeth (Eva) Vornoff (1816-1884)
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Speckhart, John (Johan) (1812-1894) and
Elizabeth (Eva) Vornoff (1816-1884)
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Cabin built by John 
Speckhart in 1854, 

as seen on 
Quinsippi Island in 

2001

Corn crib (hog barn) 
built by John 

Speckhart in 1854, 
as seen on 

Quinsippi Island in 
2001



They were both born on farms in Fall 
Creek Township.  In 1865 they were 
in  the  same  confirmation  class  at 
Bluff Hall Church, then known as the 
Evangelical  Zion  Church  of  Fall 
Creek.   They were married  in  1873 
(at  ages  22  and  21)  and  had  5 
children that reached adulthood, with 
four additional children dying before 

reaching adulthood.  They raised their family on a farm of 154 acres on County 
Road 900E.  In 1894, William was one of the 13 men who made the decision and 
donated the money to build the current Bluff Hall Church building, and he was 
later a trustee of Bluff Hall Church.  He was a farmer for 43 years until he retired 
in 1916. After retiring, they moved to 520 S. 12th Street in Quincy.   She died at 
this house in 1919 at the age of 68.  After her death he remarried.  He died in 1934 
at the age of 82.  They are both buried in Bluff Hall Church Cemetery.
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Children
AMOLLIA SPECKHART (LOOS)
      (1874-1964)
Kattie Speckhart (1876-1876)
William Speckhart (1877-1926)
John Speckhart (1880-1957)
Sadie Speckhart (about 1882 -?)
August A. Speckhart (1883-1890)
Friedrich Eduard Speckhart
      (1885-1896)
Margaret Speckhart (Hoelscher)
      (about 1888-?)
Emma Speckhart (1892-1892)

Speckhart, William (1851-1934) and
Anna Margaret Reich (1851-1919)



Speckhart, William (1851-1934) and
Anna Margaret Reich (1851-1919)
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Speckhart, William (1851-1934) and
Anna Margaret Reich (1851-1919)
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 They  were  both  born  in  Germany,  he  in  Klein-Biberau,  Grandduchy  of 
Hesse.  They were married in Germany in 1815 (at ages 24 and 27).  Their journey 
to Melrose Township is described in Bornmann’s Sketches (p. 16-17):  “The pair 
left  Germany  1  May  1831  and  came  by  way  of  Baltimore  to  Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania where they lived two years, then moved to St. Louis and in 1835 
came to Quincy, from here they moved to Mill Creek.”  He bought land on 14 
March 1837 at the southwest quarter of Section 22 of Melrose Township, on 6 
April 1837 at the northwest quarter, and later again on 1 February 1839 and on 27 
April 1843.  She died in 1841 at the age of 53, and he later moved in with his 
daughter and son-in-law John Michael Loos.

Details  of  his  years  living at  the Loos farm are provided in  Quincy and 
Adams County (p. 1320):  “Henry Walthaus spent his last days with his daughter 
Mrs.  Loos.   Grandfather  Walthaus  and  Grandfather  Loos  both  built  small  log 
houses on the farm, and having come from the same locality in Germany, they 
spent many happy hours together during their last years.  One of these grandfathers 
served under Napoleon,  and the flintlock musket  he carried is  still  kept by the 
family.”  

 He died in 1875 at the age of 84.
Discrepancies:  Sources are divided over whether their marriage date was 

May 18, 1815, or June 15, 1815.
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Waldhaus, Henry (Heinrich) Conrad (1790-1875)
and Elizabeth Dorothea Goebel (1788-1841)

Children
Elisabetha Margaretha Waldhaus (1818-?)
Elisabethe Dorothee Waldhaus (Heller) (1822-1899)
ANNA MARIA MAGDALENA WALDHAUS (LOOS) (1827-1911)
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